


Can your clinicians search 

Harrison’s, New England Journal of 

Medicine, and DynaMed Plus®

at the same time?



Do you need a Discovery 

product?



EDS Discovery Health supports access to 

critical medical resources

1. Quick access to all the resources in the hospital with a customizable, 

next-generation interface.

2. Enables you to find the information you need from multiple sources 

through one single search box.

3. Always relevant and current results

4. Increased visibility and usage of your hospital’s resources

5. Interoperability with existing intranet or local policies & procedures, 

citations, analytics tools via app store

6. Customizable profiles for different groups of researchers

7. Subject indexing and thesauri fully integrated with PubMed’s indexing, 

CINAHL, MeSH, APA headings, etc. via Enhanced Subject Precision



Why EDS Discovery Health? 



EDS Discovery Health is 

next generation technology:
• Vastly superior relevancy and value rankings

• Superior quality of metadata

• Inclusion of subject indexes not found on PubMed

• A single search box; more intuitive experience for user

• Can search within the full text of an article, PubMed cannot.

• Saves time for the end user

• Improve ROI of electronic resources

• Full Text Finder comes complementary

• Branding and customization

• Integration of EDS with other vendors (UTD, Clinical Key, Ovid)

• EBSCO eBooks are discoverable



Relevance Ranking



Relevance Ranking



The first result in 

Google is detailed 

information about how 

relevance ranking / 

value ranking works 

in EDS…



Open / Superior 

Relevance Ranking

1. Match on subject headings from controlled 

vocabularies

2. Match on article titles

3. Match on author keywords

4. Match on keywords within abstracts

5. Match on keywords within full text

The system has the following priorities and has 

no bias toward content from any provider: 

Exact Matches: Exact matches are favored over partial matches –

considering also the field in which those words appear (abstract vs. 

full text vs. title, etc.)

Density: Matches across multiple metadata fields are favored for relevance 

scoring (more is better). The scoring influence of repeat terms within individual 

metadata fields is minimized.



Value Ranking:

Quality & Openness

Recently published content 

is scored higher for relevance 

than older content

RECENCY



Value Ranking:

Quality & Openness

Articles of a more substantial length 

have a heavier weighting 

(e.g. a ¼ page article is considered 

less valuable than a four page article)

LENGTH



Value Ranking:

Quality & Openness

Certain document types are weighted higher than others 

for relevance scoring. For example, when the word 

“book” or “review” are not searched, 

there is a bias against book reviews, 

so these don’t dominate results 

DOCUMENT TYPE



What is Metadata?



• Metadata is “data about data” or data that provides 

information about other data

• 3 Types of Metadata

− Structural indicates how objects are put together (pages in a 

chapter)

− Administrative helps manage a resource (file type, when and 

how created, who can access, and other technical 

information)

− Descriptive is used for discovery and identification (title, 

abstract, author, and keywords)

• Purpose of metadata is to organize electronic 

resources, provide digital identification and support 

archiving of resources.



Technology & Metadata are both 

advantages of EDS Discovery Health 

• EDS Discovery Health already incorporates the 

features and approach necessary for inclusion 

of the most important third party databases

• EBSCO obtains the highest quality metadata 

by listening to and responding to the needs 

of content providers



Enhanced Subject Precision 

(ESP)



What is it?

Enhanced Subject Precision is a 

RELEVANCE RANKING 

ENHANCEMENT 
for topical searches



Topical Search Dominates

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Schools

Public

Academic

Medical

Topical/Exploratory Known-item Names Other/Ambiguous

Topical search dominance observed in all libraries

Based on one-week sample of randomly selected EDS search queries by library type (Sept-2014)



Problem: Missed Connections

TOPICAL QUERY Subject Indexing in EDS Discovery Health

adhd
Attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder

Attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity 

pheromones

Ectohormones

Allelochemicals

Semiochemicals

Allomones

PET scan

Positron Emission Tomography

Tomography, Emission-Computed

Emission Tomography

tumors

Tumors

Neoplasms

Neoplasms, cystic, mucinous, and serous

User queries and subject indexing not always aligned.

Different vocabularies often use different terminology for the same concept.



Example (without ESP)
Atarax = Manufacturer brand name for drug Hydroxyzine

Without ESP, topical 

searches match the 

user’s keywords, but 

not always aligned 

with user’s intent.



Example (ESP enhanced)
Atarax = Manufacturer brand name for drug Hydroxyzine

ESP adds a concept recognition function to 

match and boost the relevance of records 

about the recognized concept.



100s of Databases Supported…

• MEDLINE (full product line)

• CINAHL (full product line)

• psycINFO

• psycARTICLES

• psycBOOKS

• Academic Search

• Business Source

• Dentistry & Oral Sciences 

Source

• AgeLine

• Social Work Abstracts

• SocINDEX

• DynaMed Plus

• HeinOnline

• Abstracts in Social 

Gerontology

• Food Science & Technology 

Abstracts

• Library Literature & 

Information Science 

• Many many more…!



Customization



Make EDS Discovery Health Your Own

• Colors and branding

• More than 50 Medical Widgets/Apps 

from EBSCO Health (Right hand side)

• Carousels to highlight books or resources

• ILL forms (interlibrary loan)

• Libguides

• And so much more

Our fully customizable interface allow you to incorporate your:











Sparrow Health System



EBSCO Health Takes Pride 

in Customer Support

Whether you need a little help or a lot of help our 

dedicated professional services team is available to 

assist you with implementation, optimization and 

maintenance of your discovery platform, ensuring a 

stress-free deployment of EDS Discovery Health.



EDS Discovery Health 

is the most 

technically open 

discovery service…



…by being

fully mobile



Auto-detected mobile users...

Skinning/Branding…

Other Unique Facets…

Usage Reporting



…by anticipating

user intent



72,000+ “Research Starters” 

provided by Salem Press 

PhDs & Magill’s 

Medical Guide









Your LibGuides

become part of EDS 

Discovery Health & 

appear when 

appropriate

Each library may 

include apps as 

desired



EDS Discovery Health will 

enable users to link to the 

native database, with its 

authorities, limiters, field 

search, etc.





Demonstration of Natividad’s 

“One Click”



THANK YOU!

978 356 6500 ext. 2047

Anna Ramsay

aramsay@ebsco.com


